Sw déi trd trang tron ciia truyén thong My vé cudc chién tai
VN cuoi cang da bi boc 9.

Viy ma by gio khong thiéu gi ngwoi VN nghe theo fake news ciia My.

Where is the South Vietnamese side?

Reading the many reviews about Ken Burns’s
“The Vietnam War” PBS series, including Mark
Atwood Lawrence’s Sept. 17 Outlook essay, “Viet-
nam War through the lives of those profoundly
shaped by it,” I came to the conclusion that
Americans care only about their side and their
enemy, the communist regime of Hamoi. The
innocent South Vietnamese civilian casualties . are
only a bystander story. The My Lai massacre of a
few hundred Vietnamese civilians was elevated to a
national disgrace, while the Hue massacre (about
6,000 South Vietnamese civilians killed, some
buried alive, including three German medical
professors and one’s wife) was barely mentioned. Is
that fair? Where is the South Vietnamese side?

Duong Nguyen, McLean

Sw doi trd tring tron ciia truyén thong My
vé cudc chién tai Viét Nam cudi cing da bi bjc 1.

Nao la hinh chup nha sw tw thiéu gdy bang hoang cho ngwoi My vao nam 1960. Nao la
hinh chup Gidm déc Cinh Sdt Quéc Gia bin du kich Vigt Cong ngay tai dwong phé Sai
Gon. Nao la hinh chup ngwoi con gdi nhé tran truong chay giita dwong, toan thin bi chdy
do bom napalm...

D6 la hinh dnh ciia cugc chién Viét Nam qua ong kinh léch lac ciia gi6i truyén thong
Hoa Ky ma ta dwoc biét bdy liu.

Hinh dnh ngwoi linh My tai cudc chién Vigt Nam dwoc gidi truyén thong Hoa Ky mé ti
nhw la nhitng ké nghién ngdp, cuong sat, giét cd tré em. Pong minh ciia Hoa Ky la chinh
thé Viét Nam Céng Hoa ciing chiu chung sé phéan bi xuyén tac béi gidi truyén théng Mjy.
Chinh thé nay ciing dwoc gidi truyén thong My mé td nao la tham nhiing, héi 19, hén nhdt
va khéong ding hay khéong cé chinh nghia dé cho ngwoi My hy sinh bio vé.
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Tén dai noi lao John Kerry mgt trong nhitng cugc biéu tinh phdn chién

CAau hdi ddt ra la nhitng hinh dnh va nhitng 16i xuyén tac trén nhan nhén khdp cdc dai

truyen hmh tai My, khap cdc to bao tai My co that sw dten td diing bén chit cua cudc chién




Hai nha diéu hanh va sin xudt phim Richard Botkin va Fred Koster di can dim nhin
vao sw thit ciia cudc chién khi cho ra cudn phim tai ligu véi twa dé: “Ride the Thunder: A
Vietnam War Story of Victory and Betrayal,” tam dich la ""Lji ngwoc dong oan nghiét: sy
thit vé chién thd'ng va phan bgi trong cudc chién tai Viét Nam,” trinh chiéu tai Westminster
vdo ngay 27 thdng Ba niam 2015. B¢ phim dwa ra nhitng mau chuyén cé thit vé tinh dong
dgi, vé long qud cam, vé tinh thian quoc gia ciing nhw sw hy sinh trong cudc chién nham
ngdan chin Cong San, diéu ma giéi truyén thong Hoa Ky cé tinh choi bé.

Botkin thanh thdt thiva nhin la ngwoi din My da bi giéi truyén théng My liva phinh!
www.WND.com) biét nhw sau: "Nhitng ngwoi linh My chién déu tai Viét Nam ciing qud
cim can trwong khong thua kém gi thé hé¢ truwéc cia ho khi tham dw dé nhi thé
chién." Botkin con cho biét thém: "C6 cd hang tram ngan si quan Hoa Ky cdc cdp phuc vu
tai Viét Nam Idp nhiéu cong trang nhung chi c6 méi mot trung tiy William Calley la dwoc
bdo chi ban dén rim ré vi bj két tpi giét 22 thwong dén tai lang My Lai vao ngay 16 thang
Ba nam 1968."

Botkin khang dinh:

nhw vay.'

Sau khi cuc chién Vigt Nam
chim dirt dwoe vai nam, tong thong
Nixon dd phdi tho dai ma thira nhan
rang: "Khéng cé sw ki¢n nao trong
lich siv nwdc My lai bi che gidu doi
gat nhiéu nhw cuéc chién tai Viét
Nam. Mét cudc chién truwéc thi bi
truyén thong (My) xuyén tac, sau thi
bi danh gid thién léch."
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Theo nhw Botkin tim sw, nhiéu by phim khdc vé cugc chién tai Vigt Nam nhue: ' Apocalypse
Now", "The Deer Hunter", "Good Morning, Vietnam,” '"'Rambo', hay “Full Metal
Jacket” ciing chi la nhitng by phim co tinh gidi tri mua vui, va nhitng by phim nay khong
néu ré dwoc nhitng gian lao hung hiém ma nhitng ngwoi linh da phdi chién ddu hét sirc
diing cam khi déi dién trong né lwc ngan chén tham hoa Céng Sdn.

N
Nha 1am phim Botkin néi: “Gidi truyén théong My dd mé ti nhitng nguwoi linh My tham
chién tai da bi liva dé ddy vao cudc chién vé nghia, dé roi khi nhitng ngwoi linh nay tré vé
thi ho bi cd xi hi gat bé quén lang va bi coi nhw la cong cu ciia gidi ky nghé sin xudt vii
khi ma théi. Con nhitng ngwoi Viét Nam dong minh ciia chiing ta (tiec Vigt Nam Céng Hoa)
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thi lai con bi mé ta mét cdch xuyén tac ning né hon nira, nao la tham nhiing, djc tdi, hén
nhat, va khéng ding dé nwéc My phdi hy sinh civu giip "

Thé nhung ciing theo nha liam phim Botkin, ciing la ngwoi viét cuon sich "Lji ngwoc
dong oan nghi¢t" ("Ride the Thunder") dé réi tiv d6, cuén phim tdi liéu: "Li ngwoc dong
oan nghiét: sw thit vé chién thing va phan bji trong cuéc chién tai Viet Nam" dwoc dung
lén, sau khi dich thin di diéu nghién tai nhitng noi xdy ra giao tranh cii ciia Thily Qudn
Luc Chién (ciia Quan Luwc Viét Nam Céng Hoa) ciing cdc cé vin Hoa Ky truwéce sw tin cong
ciia Cong qudn, thi lai khéing dinh rang mei xuyén tac ciia gidi truyén thong Hoa Ky doi vi
Viét Nam Cong Hoa la hoan toan sai!

Botkin gidi thich nhw sau:
di hiéu lam vé cudc chién Viét Nam do truyén théng (M y) xuyén tac, trd lai danh dw cho

dn la tham hoa can phdi ngan chin va sw tham dw cudc chién ciia ngwoi My chiing ta la

Vao thdp nién 1970, theo chwong trinh "Viét Nam héa chién tranh® ciia tong théng
Nixon, Vigt Nam Cpng Hoa phdi tw minh dwong dau ngéin chin Céng quén. Phim ciia

Botkin ké lai cau chuyén cé thit bj ling quén chdng con ai biét dén niva vé sw can dim ciia
nhitng cé vin My va nhitng nguwoi linh Thity Qudn Luc Chién ciia Quén Luwc Viét Nam
Céng Hoa trong mot tran ddinh chong lai sw tén cong é at ciia Cong qudn trong ké hoach
tong tén céng vao mia hé nam 1972, ciru vin cho quoc gia Viét Nam Céong Hoa nhé bé nay
thodt khdi tinh thé nguy ngap.
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Nguwoi thit vige tht - cudn phim dién ta lgi dién bién ciia tran ddnh tai Pong Ha,
khi Céng qudn véi quin so trén 20 ngin ngwoi va 200 chién xa di hoan toan bi dinh bt

lgi béi mét lwe lwong chi ¢é 700 linh thudc binh chiing Thiiy Quin Luc Chién ciia Quén
Luee Viét Nam Cong Hoa va vai co vin quan sw ciia M.

Do anh diing chién diu va chién thing trén chién truwong, nhitng ngwoi linh Thity Quin
Luc Chién da phdi chiu dung sw trd thu ciia Cong sin bi bé déi va lao dong khé sai trong
Cac trai tdp trung (khong ludt sw toa dn xét xir) goi la trai "hoc tip cdi tao."
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Cuén phim tdi liéu ciing dé cdp lai quang doi hoc tip cdi tgo ciia Trung td Thity Quén
Luc Chién Lé Bd Binh 6 Nam Ha nam 1979. Ngwoi thii vai 6ng la dién vién Joseph Hiéu.

"Chiing t6i mé dau bang cudc doi dng trong trai tiv tip trung "hoc tap cdi tao" réi tiv do
truy ngwoc vé lai qud khiv trwde do ciia doi ong. Thong qua sw truy ngwece dé, chiing téi
duwng lgi boi cinh Viét Nam sau dé nhi thé chién, khi éng con la dira tré. Chiing téi ciing
phéng vin nhitng ngwoi My, nhivng nguwoi Viét sinh séng ciing thoi véi ong.”

Trung ta Binh, mgt qudn nhdn thir thiét kho ai bi, phuc vu 13 ndm trong qudn doi va
chiu 11 ndm ti trong trai tdp trung. Bit chip bao nhiéu lan bi thwong va bao nhiéu mit
mdt, éng vin can trwong binh thin doéi dign oan nghiét. Ong bi thwong chin lan va dwoc
thwong hudn chuwong American Silver Star.
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Khi cuéc chién di dén hoi két thiic, hang triéu cong dan Viét Nam Cong Hoa chay giic
tim du cach di tian ti nan Cong sdn. Bao nhiéu ngwoi bi bo tu hodc bi tir hinh. Sang 30 thang
Tw, nhitng ngwoi linh Thuy Quéan Luc Chién ciia Quan Luwc Viét Nam Cong Hoa buong
sing, két thiic 21 nam chién diu.

Nhitng dién vién ciia cuén phim nay cé rit nhiéu ngwoi la ngwoi Viét ti nan Céong Sin.
Noi ma cuén phim nay dwoc quay, Southern California (mién Nam tiéu bang California)
thuee ra ciing di cé 370 ngan ngwoi My goc Viét sanh song ma hau hét la nhitng ngwoi Viét
ty nan Céng sdn, cwu chién binh, thuyén nhan; cé gin 200 ngan ngwoi Viét dinh cw tai
Orange County.

kinh trong ho.’

H¢ qud ciia cudc chién tai Vigt Nam, ciing theo nha lam phim theo Botkin, da giip toin

khéi Pong Nam A va A Chéu né tranh dwoc tham hoa Cong Sin von dang ldy lan manh liic

bdy gio ciing nhw c¢é hoa binh én dinh dé phit trién.
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Botkin noi: "Khi chiing ta dé bé lén Viét Nam nam 1965, du kich Cong Sin da gdy roi 6
Philippine, Md Lai, Indonexia va Thdi Lan. Nho c6 sw hi¢n ciia Hoa Ky tai Vigt Nam, bit
chdp bao nhiéu 16i xuyén tac tir truyén thong nhw di nghe da thdy, da gitip tri hodn sw banh
trudng ciia tham hoa Céng Sin va khién nén kinh té ciia nhitng quéc gia ké trén cé thoi gio
chin hung va pht trién dé dii sirc tw minh thodt khéi anh huéng ciia Cong Sin. Téi hoan
toan khéong con nghi ngo gi niva, khéng cé né luc ciia ngwoi My chiing ta tham chién tai
Viét Nam thi cdc quéc gia nay khong dwoc nhw ngay nay."

"Va doi véi nwéc My chiing ta ngay nay,” Botkin ban thém, 8 gt R L L AN

fim ldy chinh minh. Biét bao nhiéu ngwoi My trong chiing ta nghi rang dit nuwdéc minh la

Roi 6ng Botkin khéing dinh: "Chiing ta da ciru thé gidi vao thoi dé nhi thé chién, chiing
ta di ciru Nam Han khéi tham hoa Cong Sin ciing nhuw di cé gitip Viét Nam ngan chin
Céng San khi tham chién & noi nay.”

Chelsea Schilling
Nguyén Trong Déin liwgc dich
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